
 

 

 

 

 

TINY RAMS TIMES 
JANUARY  2020 
 

Happy New Year!   
 
We hope that everyone had a safe and wonderful Christmas break filled with love 

and laughter.  Last month was spent learning about our feelings and Christmas 

around the world.  We learned that all our feelings are ok to feel and what we can 
do when we’re feeling them.  We learned about Hanukkah and the menorah, as 

well as Kwanzaa and the kinara.  Our classroom Christmas parties were a HUGE 

success and we are so thankful for everyone who came out to celebrate with 

us!  Also, thank-you to all our generous parents for the presents given to the 
classrooms and teachers!  We are very excited for the toddler and preschool 

classes to participate in Kindermusik.  We will get firsthand experience with 

winter/snow when we go outside to play, so please be sure to bring a heavy coat, 

snow pants and boots, and waterproof mittens.  Since these children are all out of 
this world, we will learn about outer space.  Lastly, we will read numerous fairy 

tales and do art projects to go along with them.  If your child will not be here, 

please call their classroom phone asap to inform their teachers.  Each classroom’s 

number is on the “ways to connect” page in the back of this newsletter. 
 

Did you know that January is National Bath Safety Month?  Each year thousands of 

people of all ages visit the ER due to bathroom-related slips and falls.  Installing 

slip-resistant strips, tiles, or mats on the bottom of your tub or shower make it 

easier for climbing in and out of the tub or shower.  It’s also a good idea to make 
sure your bathroom floor is clean, dry, and has a non-slip rug or mat placed on the 

floor near the bathtub or shower for balance when exiting.  To prevent skin burns, 

water temperature should be around 100 degrees for children.  Accidents can 

happen in an instant, so it is recommended that children should not be left 
unattended in the bathtub at any time.  Tubs should also be clean to counteract 

slippery soap scum or mold. 

- Your Tiny Rams Team 

THEMES: 

“Winter/Snow”, “Outer 

Space”, Fairy Tales” 

──── 
SAVE THE DATE: 

Jan. 1st  – HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

────  

CLOSINGS: 

Jan. 1st – CLOSED 

*Tuition will be prorated  

Jan. 2nd & 3rd  

 

──── 

BIRTHDAYS: 

Jan. 5th - Matilda 

Jan. 18th - Cohen 

────  

REMINDERS: 

Please be sure to have your 

child wash their hands upon 

arrival each day! 

 

────  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

Jordan: “I only like my 

mommy a lot!” 

 

Katie: “Next summer I’m 

going to the beach and 

going to make a real 

sandcastle.” 

Kailey: “Oh! Don’t forget your 

sunscreen!” 

_____ 
 

STAFF NEWS: 

Kalli has decided to follow a 

new career path. Heather will 

be our new Lead 

Infant/Toddler Teacher. Also, 

please join us in welcoming 

Christina to the Toddler 

Room! 

 

 



Teachers: Heather, Katie & Anesa 
 

This month in the Infant/Toddler room we will do a lot of fun 

experiments with snow! We will paint the snow with water 

and food coloring, make our own snow with baking soda 

and cornstarch, and use our fine motor muscles to practice 

forming snowballs. We will make snowflakes out of coffee 

filters to decorate our classroom with and paint snowmen 

with legos. We will read lots of interesting fairy tales and 

start our Kindermusik program. We are hoping to have some 

snow so we can go outside to play in it! 

 

We will work on understanding descriptive math words 

(more, less, bigger, smaller, ect) and following our 

classroom routines and boundaries.  We are going to work 

on using the word “busy” to tell our friends that we are using 

a toy.  
 

classroom Happenings 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

          Infants practicing opening presents!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                               

                                                                                                 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              

                             
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
                   
 
                        
 
                          
    
    Infant/Toddler friends LOVING the fresh air outside! 
 
 
 

                       Teachers: Megan & Shelby  
 

When you wish upon a star you will be able to see all the 

fun activities the infants have planned this month! We will 

make our own “Jack and the Beanstalk” pictures and do 

some color matching with fairy godmother hats. Our 

astronaut pudding cooking activity will be an out of this 

world hit with the babies! We will also paint with star 

shaped cookie cutters. Hopefully we will get some snow 

this month and we will be able to watch the snow melt and 

talk about the parts of a snowman. We will also make our 

own snowmen. The babies will get to hear lots of fairy tales 

and sing lots of songs about space and winter! 

 

This month our friends will be working on motor skills. We 

will practice walking, crawling, and rolling over. We will also 

learn our body parts and practice using our hands for sign 

language. 
 



Teachers: Emily (Miss E) & Shannon  

 

Happy New year! We will begin 2020 with lots of winter activities. Our 

class will practice putting on winter gear to play outside (Snow Pants, 

boots, coats. gloves and hats) also will work on zipping-this would be 

something fun to work on at home as well. Hopefully we get lots of snow 

so we can go sledding and make snowmen. We will do many science 

experiments with ice and snow like making snow ice cream, slime, and 

talking about the difference between liquids and solids. We will also learn 

about different temperature freezing points and melting points. Art 

activities will include painting snow outside, using fine motor skills to cut 

circles to make snowmen, and talking about the different sizes, small, 

medium, and large. We will talk about New Year’s resolutions and setting 

goals for ourselves. 

 

We will continue to work on counting with a one-to-one correlation and 

recognizing printed numbers.  We are going to try to help our friends 

when they are in need.  We will make sure we are using kind words and 

hands with our friends, as well. 

classroom Happenings 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       
 

 
 

           
        
          “He sees you when you’re sleeping…!” 

 
 

 

                      

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

                                                                                                              

                             
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                   
 
               
   
 
 
                “Won’t you guide my sleigh tonight?!” 
 

                  Teachers: Hadassah & Christina 

Toddlers will be busy with lots of different activities in January. 

With snow in January (hopefully) we will make a winter tree 

painting, snow storm art, and cute little pinecone snowmen. 
This month we will also blast off exploring space as we create 

telescopes to look at the stars, make squishy paint planets, 

and do a fun moon rock experiment. We will also have some 

fairy tale fun this month with fairy potion, growing our own 
beanstalk, and work on counting as we climb a beanstalk.  

 

In January the toddlers will work on classroom routines and 

rules. We will post our daily routine on the wall and going over 

it when needed. The toddlers will also go over our classroom 
rules with reminders from fun super friends rule cards.This 

month the toddlers will also work on their problem solving 

abilities. We will have a fun rescue the shapes and fill the 

empty space activities to get the kids problem solving thinking 
going.  
 



“My favorite part about working 

at Tiny Rams is watching the 

babies do things for the first time 

and being over the moon about 

it!  I also love that we get to act 

like/be children again by copying 

what they do, do silly things to 

make them laugh, etc.  It is a 

huge perk to be able to bring my 

child to work with me!.” 

 
 

 
 

Staff bio of the month 

 

 Shelby 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some of my favorite things: 

Season: Spring  Vacation: Okoboji 

Holiday: Easter  Drink: Sprite 

Color: Mint Green  Food: Taco Pizza from Godfather’s  

Hey, I’m Shelby, Infant Room teacher!  I have worked for Tiny Rams for three years and have 

about five years of experience working with children.  I am a Ralston alum and have about a 

year and a half of college under my belt. I am hoping to go back to school in the near 

future.  You can reach me at shelby.vandervorst@ralstonschools.org 

 

My husband, Kyle, and I have a one-and-a-half-year-old son, named Grayson and a dog 

named Khloe.  When I’m not at work I love to work out and spend time with my family. 

 

 

mailto:shelby.vandervorst@ralstonschools.org


      Lori Lenderts 

     Asst. District Director 

         402-898-3492 
lori_lenderts@ralstonschools.org 

 

Center Director 

Katie Watkins 

402-898-3541 
katie_watkins@ralstonschools.org 

Infants 

Megan Hazelwood & 

Shelby Vander Vorst 

402-660-6799 
megan.hazelwood@ralstonschools.org 
Shelby.vandervorst@ralstonschools.org 

           Toddlers 

Hadassah Schmit & 

Heather Krein 

402-898-3549 
Hadassah.schmit@ralstonschools.org 

Heather.krein@ralstonschools.org 

Preschool 

Emily Bodenstedt & 

Shannon Elkins 

402-616-4427 
emily.bodenstedt@ralstonschools.org 

Shannon.elkins@ralstonschools.org 

 

Ways to Connect 
 
 
 

 

Remind       Our Website 

     Subscribe for text message reminders and updates  Check it out for important information  

 

 

 

                      
                                     

 

ralstonschoolsfoundation.org      

    Facebook Step Up to Quality 
 Like us on Facebook for important updates and pictures       Tiny Rams is Step 4 Rated, learn more here 
                
    
 

 
         

            facebook.com/lilandtinyrams/       education.ne.gov/stepuptoquality/ 
 

 

Sara Ryan 
 

District Director 

402-898-3491 
sara_ryan@ralstonschools.org 

 

 


